
Forge Your Own Path With Your Own Decisions, Not Others 

 

Do your guardians oppose and disagree with the university you have dreamt of pursuing 

education in? Or do you believe that your parents’ judgement and opinion in your future plans 

the optimum decision? If you have ever felt any of these, you are not alone my friend. People 

often believe that it isn’t fair to those who have put in blood, sweat and tears into a plan that 

interests them just for their vote to be unaccounted for. Having a sense of approval from their 

parents, often leads to siding their vote instead of following their hearts. On the contrary,  some 

often feel like their parents’ opinion counts for the most and believe that it is the best path to the 

road of success. However, though most of it may be correct, I completely disagree with the idea 

of having your parents or guardian decide on which university you will attend. Seeking advice 

from your elders to have guidance and clear the confusion is highly recommended, but putting 

their words in your paper may not get you a passing grade. 

 

At the end of the day, it is the student who is going to that university and not their parents. Their 

parents have already gone through this chapter of life. It is the students who are starting the first 

of your book. Students and their parents have different interests and dreams. But an important 

thing most people neglect is that their parents’ dream isn’t their own. Students have to realize 

that their main focus isn’t to follow their dreams but their own.  Following your true dreams is 

never a piece of cake. It contributes to many factors such as consistency, will power, 

self-discipline and many dozens more, with one being extremely important as well which is the 

environment that surrounds you. Does it match one’s energy, peace of mind, connectivity to 

one’s social life? All of these play a crucial role when trying to have the optimum space for your 

wings to start flying. The student should be the one who is comfortable with the new 

environment in order to mold your future. Keep in mind, different environments suit different 

people. But once in the wrong place,it really hinders a person’s productivity and efficiency rate, 

making it nearly impossible to reach and break free of their limits. The student’s environment in 

the university is their base and core support of their building. Once an unstable base is made, the 

limit decreases substantially. Ultimately, their journey shouldn’t be guided by the dream of 

others, but one’s aspirations and the right environment that nurtures them. 

 



Choosing a university to apply to may not be the easiest decision making process you have ever 

encountered. It may lead to questions like “Is this University better than that one?” or even 

having the consciousness of thinking that “I’m not good enough to apply to this place.”. Often 

leading to having your parents decide for them. Picking a university is one of the biggest 

decisions needed to be made before the start of a student’s adulthood. Students should be the one 

who is making the crucial decisions for things regarding big changes in your life. It builds up 

self-confidence by picking it yourself. Doing research and seeking information to clear any 

confusions and questions about the university is their sole duty. They shouldn’t seek “guidance” 

from their parents just to use it as their final answer in their homework. Making this big choice in  

life is theirs to deal with. It marks the start of the student’s independence and confidence in 

themself. Their parents won’t always be there to make any great and important decisions for 

them. It shows that they are fully capable of making the right choices for themselves. Setting for 

the right path of sole independence. You can be the master of your fate, captain of your soul, but 

you have to acknowledge that you are the one sailing your boat, and not the other way around. 

 

A common misconception often perceived by students is that their parents are the “more 

experienced ones” and are “always right”. While the first saying may be true, the latter is utterly 

fallacious. No one is perfect nor knows the answer to everything in the universe, this includes 

their parents as well. The student’s parents have already gone through and finished the same 

chapter you are currently experiencing. It is perfectly normal to seek advice as there are some 

things that you are unfamiliar with or having trouble understanding to help overcome those 

issues more easily. But people often forget that what their parents have gone through and 

encountered is not going to be the exact copy of what is in store for you. What their parents have 

told you may not be the exact outcome that you are expecting. Not everything is set in stone and 

predictable. Their parents have only encountered the things that they have gone through, but 

would never go through the special things you went through. Their parents’ may have some idea 

of who you are, but their knowledge of you is incomparable to your own self knowledge. Only 

you know what is truly best for yourself. Other people may see hints of meaning on the canvas, 

but only the artist can speak the whole.  

 



It is perfectly normal to feel regret once putting in a choice for a major decision. But it tends to 

be more sincere when the choice was never yours in the first place. Picking out a university has 

many factors that may hinder the outcome of which one is picked at the last. One’s adaptability, 

interest and even sociability can all hinder the outcome.  But there is never a correct option, only 

an optimum. This major decision depended mainly on the student’s liking towards that university 

and not for any external interests from other people. This big decision making can be used as a 

big learning experience. Once the decision is made, whether the student made a choice that met 

their satisfaction or not, they can truly learn from their decision making process and figure out 

what was wrong and what went right. They can use this information to further apply it to any 

similar situation that they may come across in the future. The student should not have any 

thought of “ I should have picked the other one” and cultivate self-confidence that could better 

trust their own tuition for future challenges that may arise.  

 

In a nut shell, having parents decide on which university their children go to is highly not 

advised in my books. While letting the parent decide has various benefits for the short term, on 

contrary those same benefits are exceedingly outweighed by the negative points. Not only will it 

hinder the educational value of the students themselves, but also bring down the students 

confidence in making decisions independently. Causing a long term issue that may be hard to 

turn around for the student. True independence is the courage to forge your own path with your 

own decisions, not others. 

 


