At the epicenter of the Occidental Pacific ocean can be found the supposed Pearl of the Orient,
the World City of Asia and behind all those monikers is a city where the lower and upper
echelons of society are increasingly alienated in a rat-race against time fueled by material greed.

Our beloved Hong Kong is no longer a model of development as it once was, albeit there is no
such thing as a perfect society or utopian cosmopolity, there are dystopias and those are only
ushered upon the map when governments become increasingly tolerant of what even the least
observant human rights activists wouldn’t tolerate. As the cost of housing goes up, affordable
incomes become a summer haze and parents struggle to provide for their offspring, the
government does attempt to help with subsidies and other amenities but it is all overshadowed by
the mighty hubris of the magnates running the tourism industry, beckoning the government to
continuously inflate the budgets allocated to the development and promotion of the tourism

industry.

Such budgets would be understandable and even laudable in certain conditions but with the
current state of affairs in our city it is nothing short of an outrage to witness the approval and
allocation of HK$1 billion to the tourism industry for covering their own expenses. As with any
other history-rich location scattered with marvellous landmarks, it is of no surprise that those
with the capability to do so would instantaneously jump on-board with the prospect of
capitalizing on unexploited income from international tourism but in any society built upon the
fundamentals of rational thought it would be illogical to not place the priority of the people’s
well-being above the lining of the pockets of wealthy officials behind tourism campaigns.

A society that fails to value the people is a society that has failed and rotten from its core.



To epitomize my stance on this issue, I would like to raise a question instead; Why not allocate
the HKS$1 billion budget towards the improvement and betterment of our own domestic issues,
there are infrastructural projects in perpetual hiatus, shortages of jobs and an increased supply of
labor left idle and estranged from any means of income with basic dignity, we are heading
towards a crisis of such magnitudes which have been unseen in this city for decades,
homelessness has been increasing with unstoppable momentum with sources such as ImpactHK
showing the homeless population being up to 200,000 which is far greater than the documented
“registered 627 homeless individuals” from last year. Now even if we were to turn a blind eye to
the homelessness epidemic choking our streets we must still acknowledge our equally rapidly
increasing poverty rate which was around 20.2% in 2024 according to data from the Census and
Statistics Department, and I implore you to ponder on where, when and how things plummeted
to such conditions as there was a point in time when the poverty rate was as low as around 14.3%
in 2014 all while the city still recovered from 2008’s financial crisis. Ponder now; where did we
go wrong? How can our government continue allocating inflated budgets towards industries such
as tourism all-whilst our fellow citizens suffer long working hours to eke out a living. How long
must the proletariat toil whilst the bourgeoisie continuously back ventures which are becoming

increasingly secondary to the true issues at hand.

Mismanagement of government funds is what the core of this issue is, a betrayal of the common
worker. With a plethora of other issues at hand it simply makes no sense for the government to
prioritize allocating a billion dollars towards something which isn’t even contributing 3% to the
economy. Why is it that so much money has been invested into this industry when there’s

countries such as Thailand which have a lower budget for tourism and still have higher revenues



from tourism, how come Hong Kong can not achieve similar revenues from a more moderate
budget? The government has been too engrossed in recovering the pre-pandemic status of the
economy with futile attempts to emulate old tourism campaigns and somehow missing out on all
the details which were crucial in making the industry successful then. Hong Kong did earn a
revenue of up to HK$36.08 billion in 2025 with reference to the Government’s first quarter
economic report of the fiscal year but if we were to look at 2018 for example, the revenue was
drastically higher, almost to an unbelievable extent; HK$328.2 Billion as stated by that year’s
fiscal report, all while the government only allocated a meager sum of HK$396 million that year
towards the industry. If you consult the data it becomes apparent that the budget doesn’t need to
be inflated to bring good earnings but instead other factors should be taken into consideration by

the government such as running better advertisement campaigns and promotional activities.

Putting aside the economic factors and fiscal data, is a supposed model city serving as an
example of development for Asia in the decline of the global west meant to lead an example of
neglect of more domestic issues behind a thin vale of good public reputation, the attempts to
solve the housing crisis and rising poverty rates have been negligible in their effectiveness, even
as we head closer to reintegration with mainland China I find it difficult to understand how we
are unable to follow the example of mainland cities in their handling of development and
reducing poverty. Most of the children in Hong Kong belong to low income families and some
amongst them are barely able to afford the most necessary amenities such as new uniforms or
stationary, and in the most extreme cases even food. What has been done to solve this problem?
Where are the policies being formulated to bridge the wealth gap between citizens, according to

TheStandard there were about 950,000 children under 18 in Hong Kong by 2023 and the poverty



rate reached 22.5% with every 1 in 5 children being in poverty. Although it is important to keep
an admirable image of the city with scheduled events for tourism such as exhibitions and
fireworks, it is still of utmost importance to at the very least acknowledge the crisis on our streets
and distribute earnings from other industries in even the most marginal amounts towards

alleviating poverty.

As has been stated above, our city faces a terrible dilemma with an image to preserve and a
people to appease. It is my view that our government is far too inter-competitive in respect to the
various industries and the fight for receiving higher budgets, such competition is not healthy
either as the return from such expenditure is barely making up for the costs put into it and what
the tourism industry especially needs is a creative makeover with new minds on-board to work
on marketing and planning. Furthermore, it is crucial that the government steps up to
acknowledge the rampant poverty rummaging through the city and follow the example of our
neighboring cities such as Shenzhen and Guangzhou to alleviate it and bring back economic
prosperity to the city which is the heart of the South China sea. As Plato once said “People
cannot be good leaders, unless they have first been good servants.” and thus we must all be good
leaders for the cause of social justice and our government officials too must mantle the spirit of

civil service.



