
                                                   Controlled Child 

In this period of time, most choices about teenagers' life or any aspects in anything are taken 

by their parents. A new hot case is being brought up in the society, which is should parents 

have the right or full freedom to choose where their child will study in the future? The majority 

of students in Hong Kong don’t want their life to be controlled by their parents and make 

decisions regarding future studies. In the following paragraph it will be mentioned why parents 

shouldn’t make university decisions for their children. 

 

To start off with, the majority of parents in Hong Kong have a lack of knowledge about 

universities. Many parents in Hong Kong find their knowledge about universities is outdated 

or limited. They are mostly familiar with traditional programs such as medicine or engineering . 

For instance, a parent might think only doctors and engineers are successful. They may not 

know about new degrees like artificial intelligence, without this knowledge they can’t fully 

guide their children for their future. 

 

Moreover , teenagers are mature enough to make their own decisions regarding universities. 

Teenagers at this age are capable of making decisions about their education and future. Most 

of the teenagers know their strengths and weaknesses rather than their parents. If parents select 

universities for their children, they may feel  demotivated, perhaps they may dislike the 

university or course their parents selected for them. A case of an anonymous person came to 

light, his parents wanted him to study criminology but his interest was in arts so in the future 

years in university, he was having trouble understanding. This shows that the teenager knew 

about his strength, but due to parents ' force he was asked to study criminology. 

 



To add on, the teenagers have to experience university life, not their parents themselves. 

Students themselves go to classes and do assignments so they should adapt to that university 

which matches their preference and strength. If the university does not fit them they won't be 

able to succeed. If a student is forced to go to university they don’t like they won’t do that good 

in it. As a result students may fail due to being forced into studying a specific subject. 

 

Furthermore, the bond between parents and children may be weakened. If parents are choosing 

university for their children, the children may feel their opinions and thoughts are not being 

respected. This can lead to an upsurge of arguments between both parents and a child. The 

child may also stop sharing their problems and thoughts with their parents. This is because they 

feel their parents don’t trust them. This can slowly show a result of their bonds being 

weakened .  

 

In conclusion, allowing teenagers to choose universities on their own is important for their 

academic motivation and to maintain good family relationships . If the parents tend to make 

decisions about their universities. It can slowly damage the trust between them. 


